
Dukes County Commissioners

Minutes

Wednesday, March 1, 2017
4:00 p.m.

Dukes County Administration Building

9 Airport Road, Edgartown, MA

Dukes County Commissioners (DCC):  David Holway – Chair, Gretchen Tucker Underwood – Vice Chair, John Alley, Bob Zeltzer,  Leon Brathwaite, Christine Todd and **Tristan Israel

**Attended via telephone  

County Staff Present: Martina Thornton – County Manager, Connie Andrade – Asst. to County Manager, Noreen Mavro Flanders – County Treasurer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Others:  Joanie Ames – MVTV, Ann Crook – Manager Martha’s Vineyard Airport, Richard Wharton – Airport Commission applicant, Geoff Wheeler – Martha’s Vineyard Airport Commission Applicant, Steven Myrick – MV Times, Rich Michelson – Martha’s Vineyard Airport Commissioner    

David called the DCC meeting to order at 4:00PM.

Minutes:
Christine/John made a motion to approve the September 7, 2016 minutes as presented. So voted. Christine yes, David yes, John yes, Tristan yes, Gretchen yes, Leon yes and Bob abstains. Motion carries. 

2017 Appointments:
David read the list of new appointees and re-appointments (see file). The DCC agreed to vote all in one motion except the Airport Commission and the Martha’s Vineyard Permanent Endowment Fund Board member as they are contested. 
David appointed the following:

· Paddy Moore as Assoc. Commissioner for Elderly Affairs (one year term)

· Dean Rosenthal as Assoc. Commissioner for Homelessness (one year term)

· Rebekah ElDeiry as Assoc. Commissioner for Youth (one year term)
David read the list of appointments by the Dukes County Commissioners (see file): 

· Michael Goldsmith as County Counsel (three year term)
· Noreen Mavro Flanders as Cape Cod Municipal Health Group Representative (three year term)
· Bob Whritnour as Cape Cod Municipal Health Group Representative (three year term)
· Adam Wilson as Cape Cod Municipal Health Group Representative Alternate (three year term)
· Kathy Logue as Cape Cod Municipal Health Group Representative Alternate (three year term)
· Charles Cotnoir as Dukes County Emergency Manager (one year term)
· Daniel Seidman as Tisbury Dukes County Housing Authority Board Member (three years)
· Richard Skidmore as Aquinnah Dukes County Housing Authority Board Member (three years)

· Melissa Norton Vincent as Edgartown Dukes County Housing Authority Board Member (three years)

· Marc Hanover as Steamship Authority Representative (three years)

· Dukes County Health Council: Kevin Carey, Bill Croke, Mary Jane Williams, Marina Lent, Matt D’Andrea, Berta Welch, Bob Moore, Kathleen Perrotta, Karen Tewhey, Sue Sandford, Victoria Haselbarth, Jacque Cage, Allan Ganapole, Tom Hallahan, Charles Hodge, Betsy Corsiglia and Lena Prisco
John/Christine made a motion to appoint the following individuals as presented. So voted. Christine yes, Tristan yes, David yes, Leon yes, Gretchen yes, John yes and Bob yes. Motion carries. 

Martha’s Vineyard Airport Commission:

A discussion was held. Each candidate gave an interview to the DCC on their qualifications. Before a ballot vote was taken, Gretchen Tucker Underwood said she filed a form with the Massachusetts State Ethics Commission because Richard Wharton, Jr. is her nephew. Gretchen said that she felt notwithstanding her relationship with an applicant that she could be fair and impartial.  Commissioner Todd encouraged County Commissioners to attend Airport Commission meetings as she had not seen one Commissioner from the current body attend any Airport Commission meetings in the last three years. She also said the DCC should review term limits and that if the DCC is going to adopt this as an appointing criterion for bodies they appoint to, the DCC should have a thorough discussion about this and hold the same standards to the County Commissioners. Each County Commissioner read their ballots.
The vote was as follows:

Tristan Isreal: Christine Todd and Rich Michelson
Bob Zeltzer: Richard Wharton, Jr. and Geoff Wheeler

Christine Todd: Richard Michelson and Christine Todd

Leon Brathwaite: Richard Wharton, Jr. and Geoff Wheeler

Gretchen Tucker Underwood: Richard Michelson and Richard Wharton, Jr.
John Alley: Richard Wharton, Jr. and Geoff Wheeler

David Holway: Richard Michelson and Christine Todd

Final tally is: Rich Michelson 4 votes

                      Richard Wharton, Jr. 4 votes

                      Christine Todd 3 votes

                      Geoff Wheeler 3 votes

The 2017 three year appointment as Airport Commissioners are: Rich Michelson and Richard Wharton, Jr.
David appointed Christine Todd, John Alley and Leon Brathwaite to a subcommittee to establish a more formal procedure for appointments.

Martha’s Vineyard Permanent Endowment Board:

The DCC decided to table this appointment until April 5th. The candidates will be invited to the April 5th meeting.  
Surplus Property from Old VNA Building:
John/Christine made a motion to surplus the property as presented (see list). So voted. Christine yes, Gretchen yes, Leon yes, John yes, David yes, Tristan yes, Bob yes. Motion carries. 
Courthouse:
Martina gave the DCC an update on the Courthouse fire alarms and handicapped ramp and the DCC agreed the work on the handicapped ramp should be completed in FY17.

Weather Closure Policy:
The DCC said that in severe weather, the decision to open the offices is up to the County Manager with morale and safety in mind. 

Manager’s Report:
· State Beach: Martina said the moving of the sand on State Beach will be complete before the April 1st deadline.
The new signage has also been ordered for State Beach.

· Homelessness Prevention: Housing Assistance Corporation (HAC) has received grant monies to establish a five unit transitional housing for the homeless. They will be applying to United Way for the remaining necessary funds. 
· Preventative Maintenance: Martina is working with the Airport to establish a calendar for preventive maintenance. The County will reimburse the Airport for the use of their employees. 
Old Business: 
Tristan thanked Christine Todd for her years of dedicated service on the Airport Commission.
New Business: 
Bob said he’d like the County to work with up Island towns to enable better cell phone reception.
John/Leon made a motion to adjourn the meeting. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries

DCC meeting was adjourned at 5:24PM
Certified by:

______________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts

Documents presented at the meeting and part of the Official Records:

· Agenda
· 2017 List of Appointees
· VNA Surplus Property List

· List of Surplus Property from VNA Town of Tisbury Received

· List of Surplus Property from VNA Town of West Tisbury Received

· Airport Commission Appointment Applications
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